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Parish Updates & Livestream Info
Week beginning 22nd May, 2022
Mass timetable
Please note changes to the Mass timetable this week: .
St Andrew’s: Mon 10am Requiem Mass; Thursday
9.30am and 7pm; Wed & Frid at 10am.
St Columba’s: Tues 10am(Requiem Mass) & Thurs
11.30am. (NB No Mass on Thursday at 7pm.)
Weekend Masses:
St Andrew’s: Vigil on Saturday at 6pm; Sunday 10am
St Columba’s : Sunday at 12noon.
Mass with Exposition in St Andrew’s on Saturday 28th May at
10am.
All public services from St Andrew’s are live-streamed.
Feast of the Ascension
Thursday 26th May is the Feast of the Ascension and a Holyday
of Obligation. The normal Holyday timetable will operate: Mass
in St Andrew’s at 9.30am and 7pm and Mass in St Columba’s at
11.30am. No evening Mass in St Columba’s on that day. The
obligation to attend Mass on Holydays and Sundays has been
restored following the lifting of Covid restrictions.
World Communications Day
Next Sunday is World Communications Day. A collection will be
taken up for the apostolate of communications.
Rev Kevin Rennie’s First Mass
Kevin will celebrate his first Mass in St Andrew’s on Saturday
2nd July at 12noon. There will be a meeting to prepare for this
day this Tuesday 24th May at 7pm in the hall. All are welcome
and a particular invitation is extended to “interested parties”
including welcomers, sacristans, florists, music ministry, choir,
hall and catering etc Please be involved in this joyful celebration!
Cost of living crisis:
In response to the cost of living crisis and especially in response
to the rise in energy bills, some limited funds are now available to
parishioners who are particularly struggling. If this applies to
you, please speak in confidence with Fr Gerald.
Collections: St Andrew’s collection was £422.80 and £55.40 was
collected at Sunday Coffee. SSVP donations amounted to
£182.21. St Columba’s collection was £103.10 and another
£34.04 was donated for SCIAF. Thank you very much.

Firstbase continue to pick up donations.

Rest in Peace
We pray for the repose of the souls of Mary Brown, whose
Requiem Mass is at St Andrew’s on Monday 23rd May, and of
that of Carol Jones, whose Requiem Mass is at St Columba’s on
Tuesday 24th May. We remember both of their families in our
prayers.
Pope Francis’ prayer intention for May: Faith-Filled Young
People. We pray for all young people, called to live life to the
fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of
discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the dedication
to service.

22nd May, 2022
6th Sunday of Easter (Year C)
Acts 15: 1-2. 22-29
Apocalypse 21: 10-14. 22-23
John 14: 23-29
Psalm Response
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Today’s Liturgy: Eucharistic Prayer II
Next Sunday :
7th Sunday of Easter (C)
6th Sunday of Easter (Year C)

Today’s readings convey a clear, if uncomfortable, message
about the Church as the body of Christ. Since the beginning
people have tried to impose rules and controls on who is an
insider and who an outsider, who belongs and who is excluded.
Jesus’ own teaching is very clear. It is the Holy Spirit who
judges and guides not only the leaders but all of the faithful.
Our attempts at exclusion and control are according to “the
world”, not according to the Spirit.

Fr Gerald’s Mass Intentions for this week:
Monday:
Intention
Tuesday:
Joan Jeavons
Wednesday: Roisin MacDermott
Thursday:
Margaret Price
Friday:
Intention
Saturday:
Fr John Morrison
Sunday:
For the parish
Please remember in your prayers

those who are sick, everyone on the family prayer
ministry requests and all those whose needs are not
known to us.
Michael Clark
Elizabeth Elliot
Anne Murdy
Richard Straughan

Astrida Kruste
Ted Machin
Christopher Browne
Tony Lynch

Sick and Housebound

I am available for the reception of the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick and Holy
Communion. If any parishioner requires assistance or
needs to talk, please phone me on the Parish number.
www.virc.at This website provides the readings for the
Mass in many languages, eg English.
Please convey information and updates safely to anyone
you know who is sick or housebound.

Resumption of Children’s Liturgy
We’re making progress with PVGs and can
resume at least monthly during term time
when the next one comes back. Please speak
with Fr Gerald or Ana in the office if you are interested in
joining the team!
St Mary’s Message from Jo Kemp
”Many, many thanks to all those who came and transformed
the house in New Abbey in preparation for Ukrainian
refugees. The garden is still in need of transformation too so
any help there will be gratefully received!
Dana, who is hoping to come to the house, and I have
exchanged emails and they are waiting for two visas for
herself and her little 3 year-old boy. Her mother and sister
have passports. I am in touch with locals who are also
offering accommodation and we hope to liaise to introduce
our families to each other in the hope that no one feels
isolated.“
Fundraising Notice from Anne Murdy, organist….
Christopher (Vigil Mass organist), his wife , Erin, and Star
Murdy are all involved in The Gallovidians’ evening of
Scottish music in aid of Ukrainian refugees on Saturday
18th June, 7.30pm at The Bridge on Glasgow Road (aka
“the purple box” building on the roundabout).
Tickets are available at John Douglas’s music shop and
Anne has kindly offered to source tickets for anyone in the
parish who is welcome to phone her on 01387 860213.

Galloway Lourdes Hospitalite
You will be aware that there is no trip to Lourdes this year
because of Covid. The Galloway Lourdes Hospitalite group has
decided to go to Carfin for a day pilgrimage where we could be
together again as a diocese (details above). We hope to run a
bus to this event. Please put your name down for this at the
back of the Church this weekend if possible so that we can see
which size of bus is required.
SCIAF “thank you” cards and letters
SCIAF “thank you” messages can be found on the noticeboards
in both Churches.

“Friends of the Holy Land” are presenting a series of Easter
reflections by senior clerics. Here is the first extract from that of
Lord Rowan Williams………..”I’m struck again and again when I
read the accounts of Jesus’ passion and death in the gospels by
the close focus on place. There are scholars who argue that the
original passion narrative would have been something like a
script for a ‘Stations of the Cross’ liturgy performed by the first
Christians in Jerusalem – a sequence of short narrative episodes
that could be read or recited at different sites around the city.
This makes a good deal of sense. The first Christians would have
been sensitive to the idea that they could be connected with
God’s action simply by standing in the place where God had
shown the divine purpose and presence. The very idea of the
land of promise in Hebrew scripture is bound up with the belief
that the soil you stand on is a living sign of divine faithfulness –
in the succession of the seasons and the harvests but also in its
silent witness to what God has done in history.
It’s one reason why the ‘Holy Land’ should not be a matter of
contested territory between Jews and Christians – and indeed
Muslims: there is a single promise at the root of it all, the
promise to Abraham that he and his descendants will have a
place in which to make real and concrete the will of God for a
loving and just society…..” You can read more of this and the
rest of the Easter series of reflections at the “Friends of the Holy Land” website.
St Andrew’s Coffees/Teas on Sunday: All are welcome for Sunday teas/coffees in the hall after 10am Mass on Sunday. Come
and enjoy a cuppa, catch-up and a cake/biscuit. Children welcome. Please donate at least £1 for a hot drink and
£1.50 for a drink and cake/biscuit if you can. All proceeds are for the Church apart from proceeds from one team
which are donated to St Andrew’s Primary School. Thank you!

