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Parish Updates & Livestream Info
Week beginning 9th January, 2022
Mass timetable
There is a normal Mass timetable in the week ahead :
Mass at St Andrew’s: Wed and Frid at 10am;
Mass at St Columba’s: Tues 10am;Thurs 7pm.
(Please sign the register of attendance when you arrive)
Weekend Masses:
St Andrew’s: Vigil on Saturday at 6pm; Sunday 10am
St Columba’s : Sunday at 12noon
There is Mass in St Teresa’s on Saturday 15th January at 10am
with Exposition to follow.
All public services from St Andrew’s will be live-streamed.
St Andrew’s.Livestream
All Masses from St Andrew’s are live-streamed.
In line with GDPR rules, please be aware of the implications of
the livestream system. The images are broadcast to enable those
who are unable to attend Mass or other services to see and hear
them. Once broadcast there is no control over who watches the
images. The camera is fixed and shows a single image of the
sanctuary from the back of the Church.

9th January, 2022
The Baptism of the Lord (Year C)
Isaiah 40 : 1-5. 9-11
Titus 2: 11-14; 3: 4-7
Luke 3: 15-16. 21-22
Psalm Response
Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are.
Today’s Liturgy: Eucharistic Prayer II
Next Sunday : 2nd Sunday of the Year (C)

The Baptism of the Lord (Year C)
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
It’s the last day of the Christmas season, but the readings
herald the start of Jesus’ ministry as an adult.
World Day of Prayer for Peace
This occurred on 1st January. We continue to pray
routinely for global peace and harmony in 2022.

Safeguarding Issues
There is an online “Safeguarding Bulletin” on the Diocesan
website. This is a monthly publication keeping everyone up-todate with safeguarding issues.
St Andrew’s Meetings
The St Andrew’s Conference of St Vincent de Paul will meet in
the Church house on Tuesday 11th January at 6pm.
There will be a meeting regarding the Synod in the Church Hall
on Tuesday 11th January at 7pm. All are welcome.

Fr Gerald’s Mass Intentions for this week:
Tuesday:
Andrew Carr Anniversary
Wednesday:
Sarah Murray
Thursday:
Intention
Friday:
Mabel McLuskie Anniversary
Saturday:
John Stevens
Sunday:
For the Parish

Weekly Offerings
Why not think about setting up a standing order for your weekly
offering? Please contact Father Gerald for a form or find one on
the website. Thank you.

those who are sick, everyone on the family prayer
ministry requests and all those whose needs are not
known to us.

Collections: St Andrew’s collection for last weekend was
£364.97 and the Justice and Peace and Crib collections totalled
£411. £198.37 was donated to SSVP . St Columba’s collection
was £156.50; £122.80 was collected for the Justice and Peace
Commission and £92.70 was collected at the crib.
Firstbase continue to pick up donations.

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for January- For true human
fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious
discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and dignity
be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in
the human family.

Please remember in your prayers

Michael Clark
Francis Clingon
Elizabeth Elliot
Anne Murdy

Astrida Kruste
Francis Maxwell
Christopher Browne
Tony Lynch

Sick and Housebound
I am available for the reception of the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick and Holy
Communion. If any parishioner requires assistance or
needs to talk, please phone me on the Parish number.
www.virc.at This website provides the readings for the
Mass in many languages, eg English.
Please convey information and updates safely to anyone
you know who is sick or housebound.

New Year Resolutions.......
Maybe go and see what the Synod meeting
is about on 11th January, at 7pm in the Hall.....Interesting....
Sacristans and Altar Servers
Please don’t hesitate to speak with Fr Gerald if you would
like more information about either of the roles. Your help
would be most welcomed by Fr Gerald and by the whole
Parish.
...Or alternative ways to be involved...
Please also consider other ways of becoming involved in the
Parish community via music ministry; reading; helping with
Church cleaning for an hour per two weeks on a Wednesday
on either the daytime or the evening team; providing Sunday
morning refreshments for a couple of hours per 6 weeks or so
or contributing your time and energy in other ways with
which you’re comfortable or willing. Guidance and support
would be given and try-outs are possible too. Thank you!

SOLAS Confident Christianity half day Conference:
Saturday 5th February 2022 10.00am to 1.30pm
Do you find the thought of talking about Jesus to
friends, neighbours, classmates or colleagues
daunting?
Do you sometimes find yourself thinking “what if I say
something that makes God look bad?” Or wondering
what happens if they raise a challenging question or
objection to which you’re unable to respond. (“Aren’t
Christians bigoted and homophobic?”; “Isn’t the Bible
unreliable and full of errors?”; “Hasn’t science buried
God?”; “Isn’t religion just a psychological crutch?” …
and the list goes on).
Well, you’re not alone! In the fast-paced, sceptical and
secular culture in which we live, most of us find
evangelism a bit daunting.
That’s why Solas is partnering with Dumfries Baptist
Church for a Confident Christianity Half Day
Conference. Andy Bannister and Sharon Dirckx will be
speaking and they’ll help you become confident and
empowered to talk about Jesus more naturally, engage
in evangelism that persuades people, and feel
equipped to answer the questions of your friends.
As the popular evangelist J John once said: “Many
times Christians are like arctic rivers. They have frozen
mouths.” Come along to a Confident Christianity
conference and de-thaw!

Please book via the Eventbrite link below or
through the Dumfries Baptist Church office or pay
on the day. Subsidised ticket price £5.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/confidentchristianity-half-day-conference-dumfriesbaptist-church-tickets-221483291487
Sacrament of Reconciliation
The confessional in St Andrew’s is large and spacious and chairs can be placed more than 1 metre apart, therefore Confessions
have will continue during Exposition on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month when there is Mass in St Andrew’s.
What is a Synodal Church? Topic 9 of 10….From the Diocesan Synodal team...
SYNOD TOPIC NINE-DISCERNING AND DECIDING: A synodal Church makes decisions
through discernment of what the Holy Spirit is saying through our whole community. How
well do we promote participation in decision making and how well do we make decisions
together? How can we improve our methods so that everyone’s voices can be included?
How can we grow in communal spiritual discernment? Fr Stephen Latham has created a
short video reflection which is available on the diocesan webpage, gallowaydiocese.org.uk/
synod-news and at https://youtu.be/ESxb1jhKV6k to help you consider these questions. The diocesan team will be pleased to
receive all feedback on these questions at synod@gallowaydiocese,org.uk which also will be addressed during parish synod
encounters in the coming weeks.
COVID 19 Update
We will continue to follow national guidance and that provided by the Diocesan Co-ordinator with regard to
managing Covid-19 infection transmission via hand sanitising; mask wearing; keeping a respectful social distance;
Church cleaning and providing good ventilation and airflow. The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland has postponed the
New Year restoration of Mass obligations. As ever, please do not come to Mass if you are unwell, isolating or displaying
symptoms.
Teas after Mass: Please note that there will no Teas and Coffee after Sunday Mass until there is further notice . This
decision has been made in response to the high rates of Covid infection locally. The opportunity to gather for refreshments on
Sundays will resume as soon as it seems safer to do so. We can meet for worship as usual in the meantime.

